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Executive Committee for pear 2010 & 2011

2010

2011

President/Vicar

Rev. Shaji K. Thomas (up to April 30)

Rev. Abraham Thomas

Rev. Abraham Thomas

Assembly Member Ex-officio

Rev. P. Chacko

Rev. P. Chacko

Assembly Member Ex-officio

Rev. Philip Varghese

Rev. Philip Varghese

Assembly Member Ex-officio

Rev. M. P. Yohanan

Rev. M. P. Yohanan

Vice President

Mr. George Thomas

Mr. Alex K. John

Secretary

Mr. Santosh Thomas

Mr. Philip Varghese

Treasurer

Mr. Vinod P. Thomas

Mr. Mathew Phillip

Accountant

Mr. Boben George

Mrs. Daisy Mathew

Lay Leader (Malayalam)

Mr. Thomas Abraham

Mr. Joseph Chacko

Lay Leader (English)

Mr. Jaisen Paul

Mr. Manoj Thomas

Prayer Group 1 Representative

Mr. Samuel Philip

Mr. Samuel Philip

Prayer Group 2 Representative

Mr. Jibu C. Palathanam

Mr. Gegi George

Prayer Group 3 Representative

Mr. Anil George

Mr. C. V. Abraham

Prayer Group 4 Representative

Mr .Varughese Abraham

Mr. Thomas Abraham

Prayer Group 5 Representative

Mr. Joseph Chacko

Mr. Philip Mathew

Prayer Group 6 Representative

Mr. George Koshy

Mr. George Koshy

Prayer Group 7 Representative

Mr. Ajayan Idicula

Mr. Ajayan Idicula

Prayer Group 8 Representative

Mr. Anup Kurian Alex

Edavaka Mission Representative

Mr. Georgey Mathews

Mr. Georgey Mathews

Sevika Sangham Representative

Mrs. Mollykutty Mathews

Mrs. Molly Paul

Mandalam Member

Mrs. Kunjumol Cherian

Dr. Soman Philip Chacko

Diocesan Assembly Member

Mr. John Varughese

Mr. Sujeev Cherian

Diocesan Assembly Member

Mrs. Susan Cherian

Mr. Alan G. John

Sunday School Representative

Mr. Thomson David

Mr. K. K. George

Choir Representative

Mr. Shawn Thomas

Mr. Shine Eapen

Yuvajana Sakhyam Representative

Mr. Alan G. John

Mr. Wilson Jacob

Youth League Representative

Mr. John Mathews

Mr. John Mathews

*Auditor

Mr. Alex K. John

Mr. Vinod P. Thomas

*Auditor

Mr. Mathew Philip

Mr. Santosh Thomas

*Not members of the Executive Committee.
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33® Annual Report of the Detroit Mar Thoma Chureh

The year 2010 has been a year of major events locally,
nationally and globally. Events such as the earthquake in
Haiti, mine disaster in Chile and the BP oil spill in the Gulf of
Mexico have impacted people and nations. However, as
believers, we could see the healing and comforting hand of
God at work, through His people in Haiti, Chile and
elsewhere.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

"But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore | will boast
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ's
power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ's sake, |
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in
persecutions, in difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am
strong.”

The theme for this year was “Living the Gospel” which was
demonstrated by our members through service, community
and fellowship. We have been blessed to celebrate our 33"
year as a worshipping community and our 10" year
worshipping in our own facilities in Southfield, MI. Our
parish stands strong with 186 families (714 members), and
13 families (46 members) from the Columbus region
representing the prayer group 8. This year by the Grace of
God, we were able to add to our assets the adjacent
property which will help us in the future growth of our
church.

On behalf of the Executive Committee, | present the 2010
annual report.

This year we bid farewell to Rev. Shaji K. Thomas, Mini
Kochamma, Dhanya and Divya in April as they completed
their ministry in our parish, and moved to their new
assignment. May God bless them as they continue to serve
the Lord. We welcomed our new Vicar and family,
Rev.Abraham Thomas, Annie Kochamma and Toni in May.
We thank these vicars for their guidance and support in all
the activities of our church.

Parish Activities

Worship Services

Our Holy Communion service is the center of our community
worship and helps us in maintaining our strong relationship
with our Mighty God. We conduct regular Holy Communion
services both in Malayalam and English on Sundays and on
special occasions which includes Passion Week, Christmas
and New Year Service. We have conducted 30 Holy
Communion services in Malayalam and 27 Holy Communion
services in English. We have also conducted 4 praise and
worship services; 2 in Malayalam and 2 in English.
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Parish activities provided our members with an opportunity
to strengthen the Christian fellowship in Detroit Mar Thoma
Church. Our Vicars provided leadership for the Adult Bible
Study on Sundays, Intercessory Prayers on Tuesdays, Fasting
Prayers on Fridays where our members came together to
uplift one another through prayer. We use the website, the
Inner Voice (newsletter), announcements, emails and
bulletin boards to keep the parish informed. Special thanks
go to Mr. Shawn Thomas for his efforts in the Inner Voice
publication.

Parish Day was held on March 14 in the presence of our
Diocesan Episcopa Rt. Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar
Theodosius. We had the parish day celebrations which
included the message after which lunch was provided.

Passion Week was celebrated from March 28 to April 4.
During the lent season prelude to the Passion Week, special
prayers were held at the residences of our members. The
holy week commenced with the Palm Sunday Holy
Communion Service and through the week Sandhya
Namaskaram, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. The Week
concluded with the Easter Holy Communion Service.

Spring Cleaning was held on May 15 and May 22 at our
church. Many of our members came out to help out with the
yard, church cleaning and planting of the plants.

Vicar Transition happened on April 25 with the farewell
program for former Vicar Rev. Shaji K. Thomas and family
and welcoming our Vicar Rev. Abraham Thomas and family
on May 2. We acknowledged the efforts of the transition
committee for making all the arrangements for the smooth
transition of the Vicars.

VBS 2010 was held from July 12 to July 18 based on the
theme, “Hero Headquarters”. We had very encouraging
participation of more than 150 students including many
from our sister parishes. We thank all the conveners,
coordinators, teachers and the volunteers.

Parish Picnic was held on July 31 at Boulan Park in Troy
under the leadership and well coordinated efforts of our
Parish Picnic Subcommittee and its conveners. We thank the
conveners Mr. Anil George, Mr. Thomas Abraham and Mr.
Thomson David along with our Vicar, Office Bearers, Prayer
Group leaders and the volunteers for making our picnic an
enjoyable, well attended and well planned event.

Parish Convention was held from August 13 to 15 where
three messages were given by well known convention
speaker Mr. Joy Pullad. We thank him for spiritually inspiring
us with his messages and express our gratitude to the




convener Mr. Georgey Mathews, Vicar and the office
bearers of this church.

Mar Thoma Fest was a fun filled cultural event conducted
on August 21 for all the church family. The participation of
our members for Auctions, Painting Competition,
“Thattukada”, Games and Cultural Programs made it a
memorable event. We thank the conveners for this event
Mr. Jibu C. Palathanam and Mr. Varughese Abraham, all the
participants and volunteers for making this event a success.
“Karshaka Shree” Award for the best garden among the
church members was given to Mr. Samuel Phillip, Mr.
A.G.Mathews and Mr. Georgey Mathews.

Church Retreat was held offsite for the first time from
September 10 to 12 at Echo Grove Retreat and Camp center
in Michigan. The Retreat was led by our Vicar Rev. Abraham
Thomas and Rev. Alex Peter. We had a total of 88 adults and
20 children participate in the retreat. We thank the
conveners Mr. Ajayan Idicula and Mr. George Thomas for
their efforts in making this retreat a meaningful one. We
thank the leaders for their inspiring messages, and all the
members of this church who participated and donated for
this event which led to its success.

Christmas Carol Rounds successfully visited almost all the
parish members. The house to house Caroling was held
during weekends starting on November 26 to December 20.
Thanks to the conveners Mr. Alan G. John and Mr. Joseph
Chacko for coordinating the carol rounds and all the
volunteers who participated in it.

Christmas Carol Service was held this year on December 18.
We had a blessed carol service under the leadership of our
Malayalam and English Choirs, Sunday School and Carol
Round members. The Christmas message was given by Rev.
Y. T. Vinayaraj. Our thanks to our Vicar, Speaker, Choir
Leaders, Choir Members, Sunday School Students, teachers
and the Executive Committee for a blessed evening.

Young Couples Meetings were held on fourth Sunday to
increase fellowship among young couples of the church.
These sessions were led by Rev. Alex Peter.

Liturgy Classes, as part of the Diocese’s initiative to conduct
a thorough study of Liturgy and Sacraments, were held on
Sept 29 and 30. These classes helped our members to get a
deeper insight into our worship. Our thanks to Rev. Dr.
George Mathew for leading this class.

our members. A team of committed volunteers spent over a
month renovating the Parsonage Deck with their time and
talents.

We thank the convener Mr. Georgey Mathews for the
coordination of this team.

Episcopal Visit

We were blessed with the visit by our Diocesan Episcopa Rt.
Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Theodosius on March 14" which
we celebrated as Parish Day. Thirumeni led us in our Holy
Qurbana service in English after which we had a parish day
program where he addressed the congregation. He later met
with the joint Executive Committee members of 2009 &
2010.

Executive Committee and General Body

Facilities Management

We had a dedicated team to maintain and upkeep our
Church and Parsonage Facilities. The Executive Committee
with the help of above mentioned team has done an
excellent job in keeping up with repairs of roof shingles,
restrooms and installing leaf guards to avoid water seepage.
Extra power outlets were added to the sanctuary and
balcony to keep up with needs of the worship service.
Balcony was renovated to provide needed worship space for
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The Executive Committee met several times to propose and
implement decisions taken in the General body. The
Executive Committee members spent a lot of time planning
and working hard for organizing various church events. The
following are subcommittees that functioned in the year

2010.

Parish Picnic Parish Convention
IRS Regulation Study Christmas Carols
Mar Thoma Fest Church Retreat
Facilities Management

We would like to thank the conveners and members of
above subcommittees for time and effort that they have put
in planning the events for our church. The General Body
convened 5 times to decide on important matters. The
following decisions were taken.

April 11 - Farewell for Rev. Shaji K. Thomas

May 30 — Approval of Annual Report & Accounts
August 1 — Decision to purchase Adjacent Property
September 26 — Decision to adopt IRS Guidelines

November 28 — Annual Elections and Approval of Parish hall
by laws

We would like to thank all members of the General Body for
participating prayerfully in these meetings and offering their
valuable insights and opinions.

Speakers

In addition to our Vicars and Youth Chaplain, we have had
the pleasure of having the following members and guests at
the pulpit.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Geevarghese Mar Theodosius




Rev. Dr. Martin Alphonse
Rev. Ninan Oommen

Rev. Y.T. Vinayaraj

Rev. P.Chacko

Rev. Philip Varghese

Mr. Philip Varghese

Mr. Shawn Thomas

Mrs. Ejie Mathew

Mr. Anil George

Mrs. Daisy Thomas

Mr. Manoj Thomas
Mr. Jacob Mathews
Mr. Jason Thomas

Mr. Philip Mathew

Dr. P. V. Cherian

Dr. Sarah Jacob
Mr.Joy Pullad

Mr. Jaisen Paul

Mr. Varghese Cheriyan

Mrs. Elsy Varghese

John Thomas (Mercy Thomas, Biju)

Holy Baptism

We had 7 baptisms in our church as listed below. We warmly
welcome them to the church.

Abel John Mathew s/o Aju & Rachel Mathew
Angela John d/o John & Bindhu Mathew
Aden M. Thomas

Asher M. Thomas

s/o Thomas & Lincy Thomas
s/o Thomas & Lincy Thomas
Jordan Mary Mathews  d/o Jenu & Mary Mathews
Noah Thomas Mathews s/o Jenu & Mary Mathews

Brianna Kharisa Wolf d/o Ann Ruby Mathew Wolf

Holy Matrimony

New Members

We had the pleasure to welcome the following new
members to our parish this year from Michigan.

Bency Ninan (Mary, Sanya, Sneha )

Cherian Daniel (Sarah, Ethan, Jaden)

Jeji Kurian Mathew (Bahitha, Leanne)

Babu Mathew (Daisy, Merin, Jobin)

Edwin P. James (Jaya, lia)

M. E. John (Sherin)

We had the pleasure of welcoming the following new
members to our parish this year from Ohio.

Bose Parangot Mathai (Premila, Arun, Anuja)

Rajiv Philip Thomas (Vineetha, Noah)

Shibu Joykutty

Subin G.Thomas (Simple, Kevin, Trisha)

Thomas Varghese (Preetha, Rachel, Reuben)

The Parish witnessed the following Holy Matrimonies
between

Alan Thomas & Suma Susan Mathew

Mathew Abraham & Shantamma Lukose

These members were issued Deshakuri

Sunitha Mammen(d/o Mr. & Mrs. Mammen Thomas)
Shaiju M. Eapen (s/o Mr. & Mrs. Manaloor Eapen)

Libu George (s/o Mr. & Mrs. K. K. George)

Showers of Blessing

Member Transfer

The following members were issued transfer certificates. We
wish these members the very best and thank them for their

contributions to our church.

Arun Sam Koshy (Mariamma Arun, Aleena)

Alan Thomas(Suma)

Daniel Abraham (Sinu Daniel, Sneha, Abel)

Mathew C. Mathai (Sosamma Mathai,Binu)

Libu George(Raina)
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The following families were blessed with new born. We
congratulate the families and welcome the new additions to
our church.

Abel John Mathew s/o Aju & Rachel Mathew
Angela John d/o John & Bindhu Mathew
Aden M. Thomas

Asher M. Thomas

s/o Thomas & Lincy Thomas
s/o Thomas & Lincy Thomas
Anjali Elena George d/o Sunil & Suny George
Abigail Elize Jacob d/o Jacob & Annie Thomas
Alexis Annie Daniel d/o Vijay & Anne Daniel
Benjamin Kurian s/o Anup & Soumya Kurian
David Sam Varghese s/o Bino & Jyothi Varghese
Elena Sarah Thomas d/o Philip & Susha Thomas

Gabriella Grace Varghese d/o Mathew & Leena Varghese
Jordan Mathews d/o Jenu & Mary Mathews
Noah Mathews s/o Jenu & Mary Mathews

Jeslyn Sara Thomas d/o Vinod & Bini Thomas




Matthew J. George s/o Shibu & Shirley George

Sunday School

Graduation

As per the decision of the General Body for the first time we
arranged a special High School graduation service on June 13
for the following students

Ashley Jacob
Sneha Thomas
Priya Mathews
leffrey Philip
Shermie Jacob
Anib Issac

Luke Verghese

Assets

Our assets have primarily been the Church Property in
Southfield and Parsonage in Farmington Hills. Our Prayers
for the growing needs of the church has been answered in
the form of procurement of the adjacent property. We
glorify God for his divine providence and guidance during
the decisions made. Our special thanks to Mr. George
Thomas, Dr. Soman Philip Chacko, Office Bearers, Vicar and
Executive Committee for taking timely initiatives to make
this transaction fruitful. We would also like to thank our
enthusiastic General Body members who approved the
recommendations of the Executive Committee to go forward
with the purchase of the property and the members for
raising $71,000.00 as an interest free loan to the church for
a period of one year.

Donations

We appreciate the generosity of our members for their
donations to the church. Special mention goes to:

Mr. George K. Thomas for donating a cupboard for the
vestry.

The member who donated the water fountain.

Mr. Thomas Abraham for contributing the lectionary labels

Condolences

The Vicar, Executive Committee and members of this church
express our heartfelt condolences to the family members of
the following members who passed away this year. We
express our sincere thanks for their contribution to the
church.

Mr. C.J. Mathew

Mrs. Kunjunjamma John
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Sunday School plays a vital role in teaching the word of God
to the children of our church. Every week the Sunday school
begins at 9:00 am with an opening worship led by our youth
group. We currently have over 150 students in twelve
classes with 25 teachers.

The Diocesan Sunday School Exam was held on May 2. We
would like to congratulate all the 36 students who
participated in the examination, the Sunday School teachers,
and the parents who helped to prepare them for the
examination. We are also proud that some of our students
received special awards and they were as follows:

Grade 5 Hannah George, Merrin Babu, Sanya Bency,
Sarah George
Grade 6 P”Ya. Mathew, Jonathan Chacko, Christina
Cherian

Grade 7 Alison John, Julia Jacob

Grade 9 Priya Verghese

VBS was held from July 12 to 18. Mr. Shine Eapen and Miss.
Ruby Varghese served as the coordinators. Our youth group
took the leadership in organizing various activities. The
theme for this year’s VBS was "HERO HEADQUARTERS". The
children enjoyed the songs, lessons, games, arts and crafts.
There was tremendous support and cooperation from the
church congregation for all of the programs by either
assisting with the food arrangements and/or with personal
donations.

The anniversary celebrations held on July 24 were
coordinated by Mrs. Sarasu David and Mrs. Shalan George.
We saw some great performances from our students.
Students were recognized for best overall performance, best
attendance, memory verse competition and class
participation.

Sunday School celebrated “Vijaya Sthothram” and took part
in the special prayer on September 5. The offerings of
$2540.00 received were donated to the children's ministry
at the Christa Panthi Ashram, Sihora in India. We celebrated
the World Sunday School Day in which Sunday School
assisted in the Holy Communion service.

The Sunday School participated in the Christmas Carol
service held on December 18. Students of all ages actively
participated in the nativity program coordinated by Miss.
locelyn George, Mrs. Juby Abraham and Mrs. Susan Cherian,
and assisted by the teachers.

Mr. Thomson David and Mrs. Susan Cherian served as the
Superintendent and Secretary of Sunday School respectively
for this year.




